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entirely outweighed by the subsequent action of the Council nf Carthage, a*, we shall see. In (he third ietrer Augustine intn<duces their appeal in these words-: * l«'or we have heard that there are many at Rome, where he live*! so long, who favour hhn for one or other cair-i*.' There were, indeed, as we shall see presently ; .md (ht* Africans felt that the heresy must be crushed ««ut at nme in the whole Latin Church, They, therel»>re, ask that 1 tlu* authority of the Ap»»sti»lu See be ;uUiev.l to their rnvn incnlest statute*;/ ami that Innocent, whom "the Lord, by a npeual favour oi' His ^raee, has placed in the Ap»j%lnlu See, ami given such u character in «nir days that we sh«»uld be guilty of negligence if we failed to su^^sH'st to thy holiness what seems jv>od tor the Church,' shouUl 'apply his pastoral diligente to the great dangers of the infirm members of Christ.'
Innocent was naturally elated at the honour which this fortunate heresy seemed to have secured for his see, HSH three replies breathe the dignity of the sovereign pontiff in every line. I le takes remarkable painn to point out that they are only following the time-honoured custom of appealing to Rome, whilst his delight at the novelty floods the whole letter, I le confirms their decisions withinion amongst them, and we have only the works of their adversaries.
